
Purpose Built, Sustainable, Modular Accommodation Block

Accommodation is key to contented staff and with seasonal workers 
being more selective over their placement investment into good quality 
accommodation is increasingly important.

There is now a direct correlation in the way that workers are attracted to certain employer sites and the 
accommodation available for them. 

Timberworks Europe Ltd, supplies, erects and finishes highly sustainable custom made buildings in 
either prefabricated, pre-finished panels which we fit out on site or, where applicable, we have a 
modular solution built to the same standards that are delivered to site fully finished. The type of building 
illustrated below is a Timberworks modular building.

The J&A Growers building was manufactured, delivered and installed for £923/m2 (including 
groundworks, utilities drainage etc). It significantley exceeds required thermal efficiencies and complies 
fully with all Building and Fire Regulations. 

This m2 cost compares favourably to that of new 35m2, 3 bed static caravans……Statics are about 
£25,000 each from the manufacturer but also need groundworks, utilities and drainage etc, as well as 
Building Regs inspections. If these additions add a further £5,000/static, the total cost becomes £30,000 

CLIENT; J & A Growers (suppliers of trees and shrubs to the private and public sectors)
STATUS; Completed – June 2017
SIZE; 228sqm.
ARCHITECT; Richard Walker, Walker Graham Architects
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS; Ian Harban Consulting Engineers
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or £857/m2. In terms of maintenance, running costs, fuel and eventual resale values the modular 
building wins on all counts

With a build time being only a matter of weeks it’s an ideal solution. 

The benefits for employees include:
1. More space per person  - 15 people housed in our type of building and 4 people are housed per 

static = 15m2 of space per person as against 8.7/m2 per person in a static. 
2. Employees feel that they are being valued, are happier and prepared to go the extra mile.
3. The accommodation provides better facilities.

The benefits to employers are: 
1. Decent, well thought out and above average accommodation attracts the attention better quality 

employees.
2. Better accommodation generates improved employer/employee relations resulting in improved 

staff retention and improved rates of returning employees. This saves on training and recruitment 
costs and ensures workers are up and running in the fastest possible time all of which leads to 
increased productivity and profitability.

3. Well rested employees will work more safely
4. Reduced maintenance and running costs improves profitability 
5. Higher potential resale value compared to redundant touring or static caravans. 
6. Significant opportunities to repurpose the building for other uses if required

design
       
Timberworks Europe were supplied with planning drawings and asked to interpret these into working 
drawings for a contract with contractor’s design. The building was primarily designed to operate as 
accommodation for seasonal workers and to replace temporary buildings at a high rental cost to the 
owner. The facilities include 7 bedroom, separate male and female showers and w. c’s, a boot/drying 
room and a large open plan kitchen/ sitting area.

Company Number 06739200

CENTRAL, THE WEST & WALES

Justin Bentley    
Email: 

justin.bentley@timberworkseurope.com
Tel: +44 (0)1295 738 789

SOUTH EAST

Tom Marriott    
Email: 

tom.marriott@timberworkseurope.com
Tel: +44 (0) 1284 725 794 

SOUTH WEST

Paddy Polglase   
Email: 

Patrick.polglase@timberworkseurope.com
Tel: +44 (0)7979 508 225



sustainability
     

• The Building easily exceeds all current thermal efficiency requirements
• The 150mm external wall panels provide u-values of 0.25w/m2K (Building regs threshold is 0.35w/

m2K)
• The 300mm thick roof delivers a u-value of 0.18w/m2K (Building regs neewd0.25w/m2K)
• 150mm thick floor delivers 0.22w/m2K
• 175mm thick walls deliver 0.25w/m2K
• The air permeability of the finished structure is estimated to be between 4 and 5 M3/m2/hr at 50pa. 

(Building regs need 10 m3/m2/hr)
• The building has uPVC window frames which have argon filled double glazing throughout which 

deliver u-values of 1.4w/m2K. 
• The building only requires simple pier foundations thereby saving on concrete and less sustainable 

materials

timeline
     

The groundworks and drainage took 2 weeks to complete and the building fabrication took 7. After a 
trial installation at the factory where the building was assembled and fully tested, it was dismantled and 
delivered to site on 8 rigid lorries. The modules were offloaded and installed in 2 days. 

Once delivery was complete internal finishes were made to the walls floors and ceilings, carpets laid and 
handover was 3 weeks after delivery.

 So 10 weeks from the ordering of the building to handover.
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client testimonial
     

J&A Growers was established in 2002 in response to the increased demand for UK grown material, we are now 
the largest growers of Hawthorn in Europe and the biggest producers of hardwoods in the UK. Annual sales now 
stand around 13 million plants, selling to the wholesale nursery trade for commercial forestry and landscaping 
use in the UK and Europe.

Ever since we started we have used 13-15 seasonal workers to harvest, grade and pack our product, to date we 
have accommodated them in a collection of hired cabins. Annually we had to install the units, connect them up to 
the utilities and drains and dismantle them again the following spring. Not only were rental and installation costs 
high, but running such thermally inefficient units through the winter months was very expensive and dry, clean 
storage of furniture, bedding until they came back was a problem. In addition, the units are not the ideal place to 
live in for 6 months of the winter. 

For a number of years we have considered various alternatives including the possibility of a purpose built 
accommodation block. Obvious options were touring or static caravans but these are relatively expensive to buy 
and their running costs would not have been much better than the hired portacabins.

We then came across Justin Bentley who is a Director of Timberworks Europe. Justin’s company make bespoke, 
sustainable buildings and adapt design and specification to suit purpose and function. Their buildings either come 
in panels to be assembled on site, or modules if the design suits modularization. 

Having discussed options and outline prices with Justin we secured the services of an Architect who works and 
understands the timberworks system, and with him designed the building exactly as we wanted. Once plans were 
approved and permission granted, Timberworks took over and did everything from the groundworks, through 
module fabrication and installation, to dealing with Building Regs and final sign off by them.

The whole process was completely painless and we now have an accommodation block that exceeds all current 
UK thermal efficiency requirements by 50% or more, at a cost not much greater than we would have had to pay 
for 4/5 statics. 

Our staff are now arriving for this year’s harvest and they are also delighted. They have far more communal 
and private space than they ever had in the rented accommodation units, or would ever get in statics or touring 
caravans and, with more kitchen space, showers and a dirty boot room area with washing machines and dryers 
inside the block, they really are very happy.

Overall we are delighted with what we now have, and are highly appreciative of the Timberworks product and 
the thoroughness and integrity of their team and the service they provide.

If anyone wants to discuss our experience and thoughts or would like to see the building we’d be happy to help.

Jamie Dewhurst
Director
J&A Growers Ltd - 01926 624700
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