
Brimpton Primary School

The aim of the project was to provide “Brimpton Primary School with a cost 
effective, energy efficient stand alone classroom.” The building had to be in 
keeping with existing buildings on the site and had to be constructed within a 
tight timeframe. All of these objectives were met.

design
      

We recommended a small architects practice who we had worked with before. Drawings were sketched 
out, meetings held and a planning consent was granted. Essentially the building was to be constructed 
off site in factory conditions and in panels. This included floor cassettes. The building had to comply with 
building regs and the DDA.

the building
      

The building has a footprint of 84 sq m and a 14 sq m overhang. The aim was to provide a Foundation 
Class area, WC’s, a PPA Room and a lobby. The classroom was constructed using our closed panel system 
which meant that once the frame was on site the building was fully watertight within 20 hours. All 
windows and the majority of the doors were pre fitted in the factory.



materials
      

We used a coloured (Terracotta) Corus steel strip roof to match the other buildings on site. The external 
cladding was larch, the insulation was 190mm of wood fibre and the internal boarding was 12.5mm of 
Fermacell – a durable product consisting of recycled gypsum and paper which is well suited for public 
buildings. All of our materials are sustainable including the pro Clima breather membrane. Our timber is 
sourced in the Baltics and is all FSC accredited.

cost
      

Including the Air Source Heat pump and under floor heating system the building came in at £1,255 psm.

timeline
      

Once the building was ordered the structure arrived on site 13 weeks later and was erected on the pre 
prepared foundations. The building was watertight within 20 hours and completed within 6 weeks.

Energy Efficiency
      

The SBEM results on a similar building that we have completed for the same authority showed that the 
Building CO2 Emission Rate (BER) was lower than the Target Emission Rate (TER) and that the U - values of the 
building are better than the design limits. This illustrates the thermal efficiency/sustainability of our buildings 
which in turn indicates reduced running costs.
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